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Although glaucoma is the second leading cause of irreversible blindness globally, the condition 
shows no signs or symptoms until later stages. Knowledge about the disease is known to 
influence utilization of eye screening services. This study aimed at understanding knowledge 

and awareness of glaucoma and its associated risk factors among residents of urban community 
of Rajshahi district, Bangladesh. This was a cross-sectional study that employed quantitative 
data collection methods, with the use of a semi-structured questionnaire. Descriptive statistics 
were used to describe the socio-demographic characteristics, knowledge and awareness of 
glaucoma and associated risk factors. Out of a total of 185 respondents, 52.3 % were females 
and 0.5% were aware of glaucoma. Majority (99.5 %) of the respondents were unaware of 
glaucoma and 24.3% (n=45) of the respondents didn't know that the disease can result in 
blindness. Only (16.2%) affirming that blindness from glaucoma is irreversible. 9.2 % of the 
respondents perceived themselves to be at risk of developing glaucoma. Results showed that 
age, sex, level of education, employment status, occupation, residential status, marital status 
and monthly income of the respondents’ (p< 0.05) were statistically significant with glaucoma 
knowledge level. In addition, the result also showed that age, level of education, employment 
status, occupation, residential status, marital status and monthly income of the respondents’ 
(p< 0.05) were statistically significant with glaucoma awareness. Glaucoma awareness was not 

satisfactory and the findings also display inadequate knowledge about glaucoma. So there is a 

need to effectively inform and educate people about the disease. 


